FROM THE MINISTER OF HEALTH

Department of

Health

An Roinn Stdinte
Mannystrie O Poustie

www.health-ni gov.uk

Dr Matt Kneale, Co-Chair Castle Buildings

' i Stormont Estate
Doctors' Association UK BELFAST. BT4 35Q

Tel: 028 9052 2556
contact@dauk.org Email: private.office@health-ni.gov.uk

Our Ref: INV-0695-2026

Date: 23 September 2026

Dear Dr Kneale
Doctors’ Association UK June 2026 Heatwave Survey

Thank you for your letter of 13 August 2026 to my predecessor and for sharing the findings
of the Doctors' Association UK heatwave survey. The experiences described provide
valuable insight into the impacts of extreme heat on health and social care services. | am
aware of the concerns being raised regarding overheating in healthcare settings and its
impact on patients, staff and services, and | acknowledge the professionalism of staff who
continued to provide care during this period.

While 1 appreciate the importance of the issues you have raised, | respectfully decline
your invitation to meet and discuss. | can advise that the risks to healthcare delivery from
climate change, including the increasing frequency of extreme weather events, are

recognised and there are ongoing actions in this area.

As part of departmental actions under the Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation
Programme the Health and Social Care (HSC) Trusts have been asked to undertake
climate risk assessments, develop adaptation plans and record incidents of overheating
to inform future adaptation measures across the health and social care estate. HSC
Trusts are monitoring overheating through local operational and estates management

arrangements and assess associated risks to patients, staff, visitors and service delivery.

The HSC Trusts have immediate operational measures available to mitigate overheating

risks, including optimising mechanical ventilation systems and Building Management
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Systems, maximising natural ventilation through the opening of windows where
appropriate, deploying portable cooling equipment such as portable air conditioning units
and fans, and reducing solar heat gain through the use of blinds, curtains and other
shading measures. Additional measures may include relocating vulnerable patients to
cooler areas where clinically appropriate, encouraging safe hydration and closely
monitoring patients who may be susceptible to heat-related illness. The specific measures
adopted will depend on local circumstances, the design of the building concerned, and

the clinical needs of patients within the affected area.

| hope this provides reassurance that the issues raised are recognised and remain under

active consideration.

Yours sincerely

@/U’)Ga

Robbie Butler MLA
Minister of Healith
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